TO  THE 


Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report,  1901. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  again  my  annual  report  on  the  rate  of  mortality, 
rate  of  sickness,  and  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  your  district. 

I . ' ■. 

During  the  year  1901,  seventy-three  deaths  were  registered.  Five  of  these  deaths  were 
of  persons  belonging  to  other  districts,  brought  tor  treatment  into  the  Barnard  Castle 
Workhouse.  On  the  other  hand,  one  inhabitantof  your  district  died  at  the  Sedgefield  Asylum. 
Thus  the  actual  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  sixty-nine,  giving  a rate  of  mortality  of  15-60  per 
1000  inhabitants,  as  per  census  1901. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  there  was  a further  reduction,  if  only  a very  small  one,  in  the 
mortality  amongst  infants,  during  the  past  year,  eleven  deaths  being  registered  under  the  age  of 
one  year,  or  one  less  than  during  1900,  i.e.,  2-48  per  1 000  inhabitants,  or  91-66  per  1,000  births 
registered. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  the  oldest  person 
being  a male  94  years  old.  Twelve  persons  were  over  80  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 
Their  average  age  was  84  years. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  namely  : — Smallpox,  Scarlatina, 
Diphtheria  and  Croup,  Measles,  Fever  (Typhus,  Typhoid  and  continued),  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diarrhoea  numbered  six,  or  1-35  per  1,000  population.  The  six  deaths  were  ascribed  to  the 
following  diseases  : — 

Whooping  Cough  - - - - - 2 cases. 

Croup  --------  1 ,, 

Enteric  Fever  ------  1 ,, 

Diarrhoea  -------  2 ,, 

Total  - - - - 6 cases 

There  was  a remarkable  and  very  satisfactor}'  diminution  in  the  number  ot  deaths 
caused  by  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs,  only  eleven  deaths  having  been  registered,  as  against 
29  in  the  preceding  year,  giving  a low  rate  of  2.48  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  produced  nine  deaths.  Five  of  these  were 
ascribed  to  Phthisis,  or  1.13  per  1,000  persons. 

Heart  Disease  was  the  registered  cause  of  fifteen  deaths. 

Four  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Cancer. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  births  were  registered  during  the  year  1901. 

The  following  table  comparing  the  various  rates  for  your  district,  and  for  the  whole 
of  the  county  will  be  interesting  and  instructive  : — 

Barnard  Castle  Urban  District.  County  Durham. 

Per  1,000  of  pop.  Per  1,000  of  pop. 

Birth  rate  - - 27-14  - - - - - 36-2 

Death  rate  - - 15-6  -----  190 

Zymotic  death  rate  1-35  - - - - - 2-96 

Per  1000  births.  Per  1,000  births. 

Infant  mortality  - 91-66  -----  177 

Per  1,000  pop.  Per  1,000  pop. 

Phthisis  death  rate  - 113  - - - - - rn 

Respirator}'  disease  rate  2 48  - - - - - 2-8 1 


II. 


As  regards  the  amount  of  sickness,  both  general  and  infectious,  I find  that  it  varied 
considerably  at  different  periods  of  the  year  acccording  to  the  prevailing  atmospheric  conditions. 
As  might  be  expected,  it  was  highest  during  the  first  and  last  quarters,  and  lowest  during  the 
dry  summer  months. 

The  first  two  months  of  the  year  were  chiefly  characterised  by  a great  prevalence  of 
cases  of  Influenza,  and  of  Inflammatory  Lung  affections.  There  were  also  a good  many  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease.  The  increased  rate  of  sickness  of  the  last  quarter,  was,  on  the  other 
hand,  chiefly  due  to  Infectious  Disease,  particularly  Measles  amongst  children. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  Infectious  Disease  was  more  prevalent  in  the  town  during  the 
past  year.  Altogether  64  cases  were  notified  to  me,  but  these  do  not  represent  all,  as  numerous 
instances  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  were  privately  brought  to  1113-  notice. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  me  were  the  following  : — 

Erysipelas  -------  3 cases 

Scarlet  Fever  -------  59  ,, 

Enteric  Fever  - --  --  --  2,, 

Total  - - - 64  cases 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  scattered  over  the  whole  year,  and  occurred,  all,  with 
but  two  exceptions,  in  the  North  Eastern  County'  School.  One  of  the  exceptions  was,  however, 
a day  boy  attending  the  same  school,  and  the  other  was  a visitor  to  the  town,  who  brought  the 
infection  with  him. 

The  disease  made  its  first  appearance  in  the  School  early  in  the  month  of  February, 
and  continued  till  the  end  of  the  term.  During  the  holidays  the  School  Building  was 
thoroughly  disinfected  ; but,  for  all  that,  Scarlet  Fever  again  broke  out  during  the  summer 
term,  and,  notwithstanding  another  very  vigorous  cleansing  and  fumigation,  once  more,  after 
the  boys  had  reassembled  for  the  winter  term,  in  October. 

The  disease  certainly'  maintained  a very  mild  character,  which  was  very  satisfactory  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  this  extreme  mildness  was  a source  of  danger,  and  the  probable  cause 
of  the  repeated  recrudescence  of  the  disease,  which,  in  several  instances,  was  only  detected 
after  it  had  reached  the  disquamating  stage,  and  had  thus  spread  the  infective  germs  amongst 
the  school’s  inmates. 

The  disease  was  probably'  in  the  first  instance  imported  into  the  School,  as  it  was,  all 
through  the  year,  exceptionally  prevalent  in  the  County  of  Durham  : I may  say,  even  in  the 
country  generally. 

At  the  request  of  the  School  Authorities  a special  enquiry  was  made  by  Dr.  Hill,  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  repeated  outbreaks  His  opinion  was  that  “ the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  School  is  satisfactory,  and  the  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever 
have  certainly  not  been  caused  by  any  sanitary'  defect  on  the  School  premises.” 

In  the  course  of  the  year  there  occurred  only  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  first  was 
notified  from  Victoria  Terrace,  in  the  month  of  August,  and  the  second  from  Thorngate,  in  the 
month  of  October.  I was  not  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  first  case,  as  it  occurred  in  an 
entirely  new  house,  with  apparently  perfect  sanitary  arrangements  : the  second  case  was, 
however,  easily  traced  to  an  obstructed  drain,  causing  an  overflow  of  sewage  into  the  dwelling. 

Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  amongst  children,  particularly  during  the  Spring 
months,  and  two  cases  proved  fatal. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  Measles  appeared,  first  amongst  the  children 
attending  the  Infant  School,  and  as  it  showed  signs  of  becoming  epidemic,  I sanctioned  the 
closing  of  this  School  for  a short  period. 

Several  cases  of  Diarrhoea  and  Dy'sentery  occurred  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  both  amongst  old  and  young  people  ; but  only'  two  had  a fatal  termination.  The 
cause  of  the  outbreak  was,  I think,  the  dryness  of  the  season,  and  the  scarcity  of  water. 
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In  connection  with  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  and  the  methods  in  use 
for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  public  health,  I have  pleasure  in  saying  that  they  have  been 
under  efficient  supervision,  and  have  been  kept  in  as  satisfactory  a state  as  possible. 

Together  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Clerk,  I made  a special  and  thorough 
inspection  of  one  portion  of  the  town— namely,  Bridgegate — visiting  every  yard  and  house, 
including  the  common  Lodging  Houses.  This  is  the  oldest  part  of  the  town,  and,  therefore, 
revealed  a good  many  very  primitive  and  imperfect  sanitary  arrangements,  and  also  some 
instances  of  overcrowding. 

The  outcome  of  this  inspection  has  been  the  condemnation  of  several  houses  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  the  order  to  convert  all  still  existing  common  privies  into  ash  or  earth- 
closets,  where  the  water-carriage  system  of  sewage-disposal  was  not  found  to  be  practicable. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  continues  to  be  of  good  quality,  but,  considering  the 
great  and  growing  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  and  the  more  general  use  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes,  I do  not  consider  the  quantity  sufficient.  Some  means  should  be  adopted 
for  increased  storage. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  but  no 
complaints  as  to  imperfect  sanitation  have  reached  me. 

No  action  has  been  called  for  in  connection  with  offensive  trades,  factories,  or 
workshops. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  E.  ATKINSON,  PRINTER,  MARKET  PLACE,  BARNARD  CASTLE. 


TO  THE 


Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report,  1901. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The  statistics  of  mortality  were,  I am  sorry  to  report,  not  quite  so  favourable  as  during 
the  preceding  year,  twelve  deaths  having  been  registered  amongst  the  residents  of  my  district 
in  the  year  1901,  ise.,  two  more  than  during  the  year  iqoo.  In  addition,  there  occurred  at 
Sedgefield  Asylum  the  death  of  an  inmate  belonging  to  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District. 
Thus  thirteen  deaths  occurred  during  1901,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  1370  per 
1,000  of  population  as  per  census  1901. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  identical  with  that  of  the  two  preceding  years — two  deaths 
only  having  again  been  registered  under  one  year  of  age. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  deaths  amongst  the  Aged  was  considerably  higher — 
six  deaths  having  occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Disease  of  the  Lungs  caused  only  one  death  during  the  year. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Ailments  produced  three  deaths. 

No  deaths  were  registered  from  Infectious  Disease. 

Twenty-two  Births  were  registered  during  the  year. 

In  considering  the  rate  of  sickness  in  the  district  during  the  year,  the  only  notable 
feature  is  the  practically  total  absence  of  Infectious  Disease,  only  two  cases  - of  Erysipelas — 
having  been  notified  to  me. 

In  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  several  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred  amongst  infants  and 
old  people. 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  continued  satisfactory.  No  great  nuisance  or 
imperfections  were  brought  to  my  notice  either  in  connection  with  Water  Supply  or 
Drainage. 

Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  at  several  Milk-selling  Farms  have  been  under  supervision,  and 
several  imperfections  remedied. 

There  are  no  Factories  or  Workshops  in  the  district. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  E.  ATKINSON,  PRINTER,  MARKET  PLACE,  BARNARD  CASTLE. 
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